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BREAD OF LIFE TORAH STUDIES 

I am the bread of life. He who comes to me shall never hunger… John 6:35 

  
  

DEUTERONOMY 31-32  

   
CHAPTER 31 - Joshua the New Leader of Israel 
 
The account of wanderings and laws draws to a close, and Moses’ death draws near—now the 
important transitioning of leadership to Joshua must take place. 
 
 Deut 31:1 Then Moses went and spoke these words to all Israel. 2 And he said to them: “I am one 
hundred and twenty years old today. I can no longer go out and come in. Also the LORD has said to 
me, ‘You shall not cross over this Jordan.’ 
 
“I can no longer go out and come in” – these words hark back to Numbers 27, when the LORD told 
Moses that he would go up Mt Abarim1 and see the land but he would not enter it himself. Moses 
replied saying: Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation, who 
may go out before them and go in before them, who may lead them out and bring them in, that the 
congregation of the Lord may not be like a sheep which have no shepherd. And the Lord said to 
Moses: “take Joshua son of Nun with you, a man in whom is the spirit…” Joshua was presented 
before the High Priest, Eleazer, and inaugurated before all the people. (Num. 27:12–23)  
 
The Hebrew name translated ‘Joshua,’ is Yehoshua, meaning “Yehovah is salvation.” The name of 
Jesus comes from the same Hebrew word, and therefore carries the same meaning.  As we would 
know, Joshua is a shadow of Yehoshua – Jesus – the ultimate shepherd, who laid down his life for his 
sheep.  He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. He said to them, “I am the door. If 
anyone enters by me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture” (John 10:9).  
 
When we look at the world in which we live we can see what happens when the people have no 
‘shepherd’. The shepherd theme for God’s chosen ones began with Abel. 
 
Q. What is it about a shepherd that epitomizes the ideal leader of God’s people?  
Q. What does it mean for us, to ‘go in and out and find pasture’? 
 
3 “The LORD your God Himself crosses over before you; He will destroy these nations from before 
you, and you shall dispossess them. Joshua himself crosses over before you, just as the LORD has 
said….  
6 “Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the LORD your God, He is the 
One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.”  
7 Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong and of good courage, 
for you must go with this people to the land which the LORD has sworn to their fathers to give them, 
and you shall cause them to inherit it. 8 “And the LORD, He is the One who goes before you. He will 
be with you, He will not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed.”2 
 
What strong assurances the people are given here. Moses will no longer lead them, but God Himself 
will not leave them nor forsake them.  

                                                           
1 Abarim = Regions beyond, or crossings. 
2 See Hebrews 13:5-6   
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Q. Who crosses over before them?  
     Who causes them to inherit the Land?   
     Who will dispossess the nations, and how will they do that? 
 

The Law is to Be Read Every Seven Years – 31:9-13 
 9 So Moses wrote this law and delivered it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who bore the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD, and to all the elders of Israel.  
 
Moses commands the priests to assemble the entire people at the end of every seven years, at the 
time of the Sabbatical year, during the Sukkot festival,3 and read it (Deuteronomy) before them “in 
their ears,”4 so that they hear and learn to fear the LORD, and so that the children who do not know 
it, will hear it and learn to fear the LORD. This is to be done as long as they live in the land, as a 
continual affirmation that the Torah is the foundation of their life, which distinguishes them from 
other nations to enjoy the highest spiritual pleasure and abundance of God’s grace.   
 

Prediction of Israel’s Rebellion – 31:14-21 
Moses and Joshua present themselves before the Tent of Meeting and the LORD appears to them in a 
pillar of cloud (shekinah glory) and again prophesies that Israel will ‘whore after foreign gods’ and 
break the covenant, causing God to forsake them and hide His face from them. Moses has just gone 
through 30 chapters of encouragements and warnings —now the LORD tells him straight that they are 
going to fall into idolatry.  “And I will surely hide My face in that day because of all the evil which they 
have done, in that they have turned to other gods.” 
 
Moses is then instructed to write a song and ‘put it in their mouths’ (v19) – teach it to the Israelites; 
this song will testify against them as a witness; for it will not be forgotten in the mouths of their 
descendant. He knows that the inclination of their hearts will continue to draw them off the path of 
righteousness. Then Moses wrote the song that same day. 
 
23 Then He inaugurated Joshua the son of Nun, and said, “Be strong and of good courage; for you 
shall bring the children of Israel into the land of which I swore to them, and I will be with you. Be 
strong and courageous, for you will bring the Israelites into the land I promised them on oath, and I 
myself will be with you.”    
 
“Be strong and courageous” – three times God encourages Joshua with these words as he prepares 
to lead the nation into the Promised Land. In Deuteronomy 31:6, the people were told to be strong 
and courageous also; and so are we to be strong and courageous, knowing that Yeshua, the author 
and finisher of our faith, goes before us, and we have victory through Him— faith and fear cannot 
stand together. 
 
What are some important ways that we can maintain strength and courage in our own faith? 
 
And so Moses finished writing the Book of the Law, and gave it to the Levites to put it beside the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD—that it may be there as a witness against them. There will be no 
excuse for them to blame God when calamities come upon them; He can do no more but leave it up 
to them—all the time knowing “that after my death you will become utterly corrupt, and turn aside 
from the way which I have commanded you.” What a sad ending for Moses!  
 

 
 
                                                           
3
 Sukkot is the last of the seven annual feasts and comes directly after Rosh Hashanah (Feast of Trumpets) and Yom Kippur 

(Day of Atonement). It is the joyful festival of ingathering, prophetic of the dawn of the Messianic age!! 
4
 “He who has ears, let him hear…” 
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CHAPTER 32 - The Song of Moses 
   
Moses, who once said: I am not eloquent, I am slow of speech, now speaks forth a beautifully 
eloquent song, which begins by calling on heaven and earth to serve as witnesses.  It begins: 
 

“Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak; 
And hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. 

Let my teaching drop as the rain, 
My speech distill as the dew, 

As raindrops on the tender herb, 
And as showers on the grass. 

For I proclaim the name of the LORD: 
Ascribe greatness to our God. 

He is the Rock, His work is perfect; 
For all His ways are justice, 

A God of truth and without injustice; 
Righteous and upright is He. 

 
 Let’s unpack  a few of the verses in this anointed song:  

 
1 “Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak; And hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. 
Moses begins the song by calling heaven and earth to bear witness to his words, as he did previously 
in Deuteronomy 31:28. Is this merely poetic language or is it literal? After Moses death the Jews 
might be tempted to forsake the Covenant, but heaven and earth would always be there to remind 
them of their commitment. Does this mean that God also needs to act according to His own law with 
regard to the requirement for two or three witnesses? This has also raised another question. The 
sages ask: ‘How can one understand Israel’s deliverance in Messianic times if these two witnesses 
are always present to bring accusations against the Jews?’  
 
Isaiah declares, For behold!  I create a new heaven and a new earth, so that former things shall not 
be remembered, nor come at all to mind.  But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create.  For 
behold! I create a Jerusalem of rejoicing, and of her people a source of joy! (65:17-18).The new 
heaven and new earth will not be able to bring accusations.5   
 
 2    Let my teaching drop as the rain, My speech distill as the dew, 
 As raindrops on the tender herb, and as showers on the grass. 
 

 It is on account of the mysteries contained in each verse that Moses speaks here of rain and dew. 
The drops of moisture are so tiny compared with the vast surfaces of fields and forests that they 
cover. Similarly, this Song is extremely short but contains the deepest secrets for the survival and 
existence of the world.6 

 
As raindrops and dew gently penetrate the earth and bring forth life, so the Torah is meant to 
penetrate the hearts and minds of the nation that they might bring forth life. We cannot 
overestimate the vital importance of the Word of God in our lives. Water is synonymous with the 
Word in scripture, and we know how vital water is to our own lives. 
   
Isaiah 55:10-11:  "For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return there, 
But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the sower And bread 

                                                           
5 See also 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 20:11; 21:1 for scriptures re the new heaven and new earth 
6 Rabbi Elie Munk, The Call of the Torah, Devarim, p353, quoting Tzror Hamor,  
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to the eater,  So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But 
it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” 
 
3  For I proclaim the name of the LORD: Ascribe greatness to our God. 
According to Jewish tradition the great Name of the LORD contains 42 letters; each of the 42 verses 
of this song (from v.2) is said to  document one of the mysteries of His Name. 
 
4   He is the Rock, His work is perfect For all His ways are justice. 
A rock is solid and immovable. This affirms the eternal and unwavering correctness of the LORD’s 
justice. The ‘rock’ is also a metaphor for Jesus Christ, according to Apostle Paul:  1 Cor. 10:4: “and all 
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that 
Rock was Christ.”  It is He who is the source of ‘living water’; He has also been given authority to 
judge because he is the Son of Man (John 5:27).   
 
5  They have corrupted themselves; They are not His children,Because of their blemish: A perverse 
and crooked generation. 
6 Do you thus deal with the LORD, O foolish and unwise people? Is He not your Father, who            
bought you? Has He not made you and established you?   
Those who have corrupted themselves are not His children, but Israel belongs to God – He bought 
them and established them as a people. They have their existence because of this immutable truth.  
 
 7  Remember the days of old … ask the elders and they will tell you. 
“Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in 
it, and you will find rest for your souls” (Jeremiah 6:16). 
 
8   When the Most High (el-yon) divided their inheritance to the nations, When He separated the 
sons of Adam, He set the boundaries of the peoples, according to the number of the children of 
Israel.7  
 The ‘Table of Nations’ was outlined in Genesis 10, and they all had one language. In chapter 11 we 
read of the Tower of Babel. When God saw what the people were doing, He said, “Come, let us go 
down there and confuse their language” (Gen. 11:7); He then scattered them abroad over the face 
of the earth. In doing this, God Most High disinherited the nations as his people, and assigned the 
‘sons of god’ (the lesser gods - elohim) over each nation, whilst He Himself—the Most High God—
chose to raise up a people to call His own—a people that did not yet exist. 8  
 
This is the Old Testament equivalent of Romans 1:18-25, where God “gave [humankind] over to their 

persistent rebellion.”  Each nation therefore has a spiritual force behind it. For example, in Daniel 
10:13 the "prince of the Persian kingdom" contends with Gabriel. These lesser gods are referred to 
in Psalm 82, which is important to understand in this context. These ‘sons of god’ are most likely the 
‘principalities and powers in high places’ mentioned by Paul in Ephesians 6:12.  
 

9  But the Lord's portion is his people, Jacob his allotted heritage. 
Directly after the Tower of Babel incident, we are introduced to the line of Shem through to 
Abraham, who was called out of Ur to be the foundation for a special nation, which would be raised 
up, loved and nurtured by the Most High God. The renegade gods of the nations will ultimately be 
brought down and all nations will be brought under the Kingship of the Most High God. Psalm 82 
finishes with the words: “Arise, O God, judge the earth, for You shall inherit all nations.”   

 
 

                                                           
7 Many scholars think verse 8 should read “according to the number of the sons of God.” This agrees with the Septuagint 

Greek translation, ESV, Berean Study Bible, and fragments found in the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
8 If you are interested in pursuing this subject, I recommend you read, Michael Heiser, The Unseen Realm. 
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10 “He found him in a desert land, 
and in the howling waste of the wilderness; 

he encircled him, he cared for him, 
he kept him as the apple of his eye. 

11 Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, 
that flutters over its young, 

spreading out its wings, catching them, 
bearing them on its pinions, 

12 the Lord alone guided him, 
no foreign god was with him….  

 
15  Jeshurun became fat and kicked; You grew fat, you grew thick, You are obese! 
A turning point of the song comes in verse 15 where Israel is referred to as Jeshurun for the first 
time.9 Jeshurun, means upright or straight one—one which does not deviate from the high standards 
set by God. Having come to the Land and enjoyed God’s bounteous gifts, Israel was at the height of 
its calling – but too much prosperity led to her downfall. Even Jeshurun is in danger if it succumbs to 
its desires.10  
 
Then he forsook God who made him, and scornfully esteemed the Rock of his salvation. 
The Jews have shown great courage and greatness in the face of adversity, but have often 
succumbed to the dangers of material prosperity. Material blessings are a gift from God to be 
enjoyed, but because of our sinful hearts, prosperity can quickly consume us and become our god, 
resulting in the ‘scornful esteem’ of the ‘Rock of our Salvation’. 
  
18 Of the Rock who begot you, you are unmindful, and have forgotten the God who fathered you. 
  
The following verses unfold the terrible judgments that will befall His people when they turn their 
back on him, but vengeance is Mine, and recompense;… “For the LORD will judge His people 
And have compassion on His servants, when He sees that their power is gone And there is no one 
remaining, bond or free. (vs 35-36) 
 
The Jewish translation of above verse reads: “…He shall relent regarding His servants, when he sees 
that enemy power progresses, and none is saved or assisted.” (This ties in with Psalm 82 – their gods 
care not for them; they do not bring them to the Most High God.) 
 
The LORD will see their helplessness. They have received His judgment, now He shall relent, and call 
them His servants. From now on he speaks words of consolation, telling them that at the end of their 
punishment, redemption will come.   

 

39 ‘Now see that I, even I, am He, And there is no God besides Me; 
I kill and I make alive; I wound (smite through, shatter) and I heal; 

Nor is there any who can deliver from My hand. 
 
In these words, it is noted that life follows death, and they are regarded as affirming the principle of 
resurrection from the dead. A principle considered so important that Ramban made this the last of 
his thirteen principles of faith.11   
 
40 For I raise My hand to heaven, and say, “As I live forever…” 
 

                                                           
9
  See also Deut. 33:5 & 26. 

10  Ezekiel 16 speaks beautifully of this. 
11 The Call of the Torah, Devarim, p365. 
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41 If I whet My glittering sword, and My hand takes hold on judgment, 
      I will render vengeance to My enemies, and repay those who hate Me…  
 
43 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people;  For He will avenge the blood of His servants, 
      And render vengeance to His adversaries;  
     He will provide atonement for His land and His people.” 

 
Midrash says, “This expression is the solemn declaration of an oath through which Hashem 
guarantees Messianic deliverance to the Children of Israel.” Rashi comments: “When the final 
redemption comes and the world sees that Israel is restored to its glory and its enemies are 
punished for what they did to it, the nations of the world will recognize Israel’s greatness and praise 
it as God’s people.”   
 
When Jesus stood up in the synagogue and quoted from Isaiah 61, the point where He stops quoting 
Isaiah’s prophecy is significant. After reading “to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour”, He did not 
continue by reading the line “and the day of vengeance of our God.” By proclaiming the “year of the 
LORD’s favour”, but not “the day of God’s vengeance”, Jesus expressed the nature of his earthly 
ministry. He knew that there would be a break between the “year of favour” and the “day of 
vengeance.” That has become known as the longest comma in history. The year of the Lord's favour 
now covers about two thousand years, but it will be followed by the day of vengeance of our God. 

Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous: seven angels having the seven last plagues, 
for in them the wrath of God is complete. 

 
And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, 

and those who have the victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark and over the 
number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, having harps of God. 

 
They sing the song of Moses, 

the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: “Great and marvellous are Your works, Lord 
God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints! Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and 
glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. For all nations shall come and worship before You, For 
Your judgments have been manifested.” (Revelation 15:1-4) 

There are many parallels between the Book of Revelation and the Torah. The Song of Moses and the 
Song of the Lamb is one of the most striking examples.  (A chart has been made of the parallels 
between the 7 seals, Matthew 24, and the Song of Moses.12) While the Song of Moses in Revelation is 
understood by some to refer to the Song of the Sea in Exodus 15, many see it as referring to 
Deuteronomy 32, which I believe is more likely. Indeed Revelation is full of God’s judgment and the 
ultimate victory of the Lamb of God. The crossing of the Red Sea was surely a victory, but it was just 
the beginning of their journey.  

 

The final words of Moses:  

“Set your hearts on all the words which I testify among you today, which you shall command your 
children to be careful to observe—all the words of this law. “For it is not a futile thing for you, 
because it is your life, and by this word you shall prolong your days in the land which you cross over 
the Jordan to possess.” 

48 Then the LORD spoke to Moses that very same day, saying:  “Go up this mountain of the Abarim, 
Mt Nebo... and die on the mountain which you ascend and be gathered to your people, just as Aaron 
your brother died on Mount Hor and was gathered to his people.”   

It is said that Moses’ death was not an ending but an ascent, and that a cloud descended and Moses 
was transported to a valley until he was no longer visible and disappeared (Antiquities 4.8, 48)   

                                                           
12 https://revelationscriptures.com/7-seals-matthew-24-song-moses-sung-deuteronomy-32 


