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BREAD OF LIFE TORAH STUDIES 

I am the bread of life. He who comes to me shall never hunger… John 6:35 

  
  

GENESIS 40-41    

CHAPTER 40 - Joseph’s restoration  

Our last study left Joseph languishing in Pharaoh’s prison after being wrongfully accused. Again, he 
was shown favour and put in charge and whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed.  There is 
nothing coincidental in this story, everything is according to the providence of God—every detail 
points to a future fulfilment.   

 “Some time after this, the cupbearer of the king of Egypt and his baker transgressed against their 
master the king of Egypt.”  They had been dignitaries in the royal court and Joseph was assigned to 
serve them. Each man had a dream on the same night which distressed them as there was no-one to 
interpret the dream.  And Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me I 
pray.” 

The Dreams and their Interpretations 

Verses 5 & 8, when literally translated, say they “dreamed a dream …” – clearly we see two different 
dreams interpreted by Joseph, but this singular language regarding “a dream”, stated twice, is worth 
noting – a point we will refer to later.  
 
Cup-bearer’s dream – verses 9-15 
Firstly, it is significant that the Hebrew word at the end, translated pit, is ּבֹור bowr, and is the same 
word used for the ‘pit’ Joseph was thrown into by his brothers, which links the two events. This 
makes sense, as both events foreshadow different aspects of the betrayal and crucifixion of Yeshua, 
i.e. the question of who put Jesus to death – the Jewish elite (His brothers), or the Romans?1 

In this dream we are shown a fruitful vine which budded and bore grapes, which were pressed into 
Pharaoh’s cup. The term “lift up your head” means to count. The sense being that Pharaoh will 
assemble his servants to wait upon him and he will count you (your head) among them.  And you 
shall place Pharaoh's cup in his hand as formerly – In other words, Pharaoh’s trust in you will be fully 
restored and he will take the cup directly from your hand. 

Baker’s dream   – verses 16-19  

In the baker’s dream the birds of the air2 are eating the bread offered to Pharaoh and he is 
powerless to drive them away—a very different picture to the cup-bearer’s dream.  
  
The repetition of the number three in both dream accounts is undoubtedly significant3— apart from 
the clear references to “three”, in the cup-bearer’s dream “Pharaoh’s cup” is mentioned 3 times, 

                                                           
1
 Of course, prior to the crucifixion we witness the ugly scene of the people crying out with one voice: ‘Away with this man! 

Release Barabbas to us!’ … they kept shouting, ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’ which tells us that all men were guilty. 
2
 In scripture, ‘birds of the air’ are a negative symbol. 

3
 There is an abundant use of the number three, or its components, in the Bible. The number three “naturally suggests the 

idea of completeness—beginning, middle, end”. The emphasis of the third day as one of spiritual activity and completeness 
finds its culmination in Christ’s finished redemptive work. And yet, the motif suggests that there is still more to be seen. 
https://bible.org/seriespage/3-use-three-bible 
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Pharaoh is mentioned a further 3 times, and there is a threefold repetition of “I” (I took, I pressed, I 
placed).  Joseph interprets three as referring to three days.  This shows us that this story is a 
foreshadowing of the Messiah—especially in his death and resurrection.  

 
The exact term “lift4 up your head” is repeated in both dreams— the butler’s head was “lifted up” in 
restoration, whereas the baker’s head was “lifted up” (removed) in judgment. But the nuances go 
further than this. ‘Head’ can also be understood as “rank” or “chief”—and what happens to the 
baker? He is hung on a tree!! (v.19 – see 1Peter 2:24; Acts 5:30) I hope you are beginning to 
understand the cleverly subtle shadows that can be seen in these dreams. 
  
20 On the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday5, he made a feast for all his servants and lifted up 
the head of the chief cupbearer and the head of the chief baker among his servants. 21 He restored 
the chief cupbearer to his position, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh's hand. 22 But he hanged the 
chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. 23 Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, 
but forgot him. 

Here is an interesting comment from a Jewish source: 

Why does it mention that it was Pharaoh’s birthday?  According to Rashi, it was literally 
his birthday. Other sages interpret that a son was born to Pharaoh on that day.  As crown 
prince, the baby was named Pharaoh because he would eventually ascend to the throne.6 

Romans 1:4: "He was declared to be the Son of God with power, by the resurrection from the dead."  

 “So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to 
him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; (Hebrews 5:5 quoting Psalm 2:7).  

Since we seem to have clear foreshadowing of the death and resurrection of Christ in these verses, 
we are able to piece together yet another aspect with regards to the fate of the cupbearer and the 
baker: 
Matthew 27:38: "Two robbers were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left."   

Jesus was condemned to die as a sinner, but was also raised to life and entered the Holy Place with 
his own blood to procure pardon for us7; at the same time, at his side, one prisoner would die a 
sinner, while the other would be raised to ‘life’. These ‘judgments’ were appropriated out of the very 
death that Yeshua underwent when he was ‘hung on a tree’. There are even more connotations in 
these two dreams when we think of the significance of bread and wine in the crucifixion story. 

Pause and discuss the many suggestive details of this unfolding story  

Joseph asks the cup-bearer to mention him to Pharaoh because he is innocent of any wrongdoing, 
but he did not remember him; he forgot him.  (reiterated for emphasis)  

We might recall here that Jesus had told his disciples "Remember me!" as they shared in the Lord's 
Supper. And at Calvary, Luke reports that the criminal who was crucified alongside him said:  "Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your Kingdom." (Luke 23:42) 

                                                           
4
 The Hebrew word, ָנָשא nasa, lift, has a great variety of applications, literal and figurative, including “to cause one to bear 

(iniquity)”. It is actually translated as “forgive” 16 times. 
5 Hebrew could be rendered ‘day of begetting’, or ‘day of bringing forth’, not necessarily “birthday” as we understand it. 
6
 The Stone Edition Chumash, p221. 

7
 Hebrews 9:12 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2027:38&version=NIV
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To return to the literal meaning, the forgetfulness of the chief butler in the enjoyment of his own 
happiness is only too human.  Man forgets – but God does not forget His faithful ones.  In due 
course, his memory is jogged by Pharaoh’s dreams.   

CHAPTER 41 – Pharaoh’s two dreams 

1. Then it came to pass, at the end of two full years, 8 that Pharaoh had a dream; and behold, he 
stood by the river… 32. “And the dream was repeated to Pharaoh twice because the thing is 
established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass.   

According to the Jewish Torah reading cycle, this chapter begins a new  parasha called Miquetz, 
meaning ‘at the end of’, and is always read on Hanukkah, which is accompanied by the Hanukkah 
lights, symbolically representing the triumph of light over darkness. Hanukkah recalls the time of the 
rededication of the Temple and restoration of Temple worship after it had been desecrated by 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes. 

The continuing story of Joseph and his brothers has much to show us about things “at the end”. 
Again, we have here an extraordinary foreshadowing of the Jewish Messiah—not just in scripture 
itself, but in the linking of Hanukkah (not a Biblical feast) with the reading of this Torah portion. 

v.25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to Pharaoh what he 
is about to do. 

Joseph immediately recognizes that the dreams are one (which leads us to understand that the 
previous pairs of dreams –Joseph’s and the dreams of the cupbearer & baker – were also to be seen 
as one and prophetic of what God himself would do.)    

Now we see the one who ‘puts the cup in Pharaoh’s hand’ being prompted to recall: “Now there was 
a young Hebrew man with us there, a servant of the captain of the guard…” (i.e. ‘an insignificant 
man’ - see Isaiah 53:1-3). Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him quickly out of 
the dungeon; and he shaved, changed his clothing, and came to Pharaoh. The dreams are recounted 
to Joseph who immediately is able to interpret them, after saying to Pharaoh: v.16 It is not in me: God 
shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.9       

Pharaoh’s two dreams are recounted three times, first by a narrator, secondly by Pharaoh to Joseph 
and thirdly by Joseph himself as he interprets the dreams.10   We notice some discrepancy between 
the first two accounts. Pharaoh seems to add his own detail of despair in his telling: 

v.21 And the thin, ugly cows ate up the first seven plump cows, but when they had eaten them no one 
would have known that they had eaten them, for they were still as ugly as at the beginning. (compare with 
verse 4) 

Did Pharaoh see this in his dream, or did he add this despairing addition himself?  In Joseph’s 
interpretation, he addresses Pharaoh’s prediction of a disastrous outcome.  But if Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians follow his instructions during the time of plenty, then disaster will be averted. The actual 
dream was a prophecy, but the outcome Pharaoh feared could be averted with wise preparations. 

The prophet Amos speaks of another famine: 

                                                           
8
 This is another common motif found both in the Torah and in the NT. 

9
 The Hebrew word ‘shalom’ is marked for emphasis. Its meaning goes beyond simply ‘peace’ to include: completeness, 

soundness, welfare.   
10

 Repetition is a literary device used in the Torah to draw the reader’s attention to hidden truths. 
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Amos 8:11  “Behold the days are coming.” Says the LORD, “that I will send a famine on the land.  Not 
a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing11

  the words of the LORD.” 

In scripture, we often read about famine in the land, and we should understand that symbolically it refers 
to famine with regard to hearing the words of the LORD. 

Joseph’s dramatic rise in status 

Joseph takes the initiative of offering Pharaoh advice, outlining a plan of action so that the land may 
not perish through the famine.  v.33 Now therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and 
set him over the land of Egypt. 

With astonishing speed, Joseph has an extraordinary change in status. He is appointed ruler of Egypt 

in order to carry out the plan that he himself has outlined.  

37-46   And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants.  Pharaoh 

said to his servants, “Can we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?”  Then Pharaoh said to 

Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. You shall 

be over my house, and all my people shall order themselves as you command12.  Only as regards the 

throne will I be greater than you.”  And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land 

of Egypt.”  Then Pharaoh took his signet ring (seal) from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and 

clothed him in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck.  And he made him ride in 

his second chariot. And they called out before him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set him over all the land 

of Egypt. Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and without your consent no one shall 

lift up hand or foot in all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphenath-paneah13. 

And he gave him in marriage Osenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On.14 So Joseph went out 

over the land of Egypt. Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh King of 

Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh and went through all the land of Egypt.     

DISCUSS this in the light of these NT scriptures:  Matthew 28:18; 1 Peter 3:22; Philippians 2:3-11 

Lk. 3:23  “Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age, being the son (as was 
supposed) of Joseph …” 

Osenath becomes the “Gentile Bride” of Joseph and mother of his children—further evidence that 
the plan of God has always been to reach out to the Gentiles and redeem the whole world.   

The change of name is significant because it will contribute to masking Joseph’s identity when his 
brothers come to Egypt.  So it is with Jesus: His true identity is masked by the trappings of Western 
Christendom., thus, his brothers, Israel, don’t recognize him as their own brother/Messiah.  
Conversely, much of the Church has lost sight of the Jewishness of Jesus.  
 

So if honor was lavished on Yosef to the point that he rode through the whole of Egypt 
in the royal chariot, “emerging from Pharaoh’s presence,” that is to say, as the herald of 
the king and surrounded by his radiance of glory, then it is because he had the merit of 

                                                           
11

 Shema – hearing and obeying. 
12

 Hebrew: and according to your command all my people shall kiss the ground.   
13

 Of Egyptian derivation meaning, Revealer of the hidden, or Treasury of the glorious rest. The Septuagint and Coptic version 
translate it: Salvation of the world. 

14
 Evidence that Joseph is vindicated in the eyes of Pharaoh from the charge that he had assaulted Potiphar’s wife. 
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being herald for the King of the universe. Yosef had announced his message to mankind 
and wherever he had lived among pagans he had proclaimed His name and His glory.15 

This is extraordinary quote from a Jewish Torah commentary.  If it is thought through to its 
conclusion, it is virtually saying that the Messiah will be received among the pagans and heralded as 
King by them BEFORE he is recognized by his brothers. 

Food was gathered in every city from the fields around them, And Joseph stored up grain in great 
abundance, like the sand of the sea, until he ceased to measure it, for it could not be measured. 
Compare this verse with Gen. 32:12 - But you said, ‘I will surely do you good, and make your offspring 
as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.’  The correlation between these 
verses is unmistakable.  Joseph is gathering ‘immeasurable grain’ as the ‘sand of the sea’16, and He is 
doing this in Egypt—a picture of the Gentile world. 

Before the years of famine began Joseph’s wife, bore him two sons whom he named  Mannasseh – 
“He who makes me forget” all my hardships, all my father’s house, and Ephraim - “Double fruit” God 
has made me bear fruit in the land of my affliction.   As we will see, each of these sons will receive 
recognition on an equal footing with the sons of Jacob. 

v.55 When all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. Pharaoh said to all 
the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph. What he says to you, do.” (Familiar words! They resonate with Mary’s words 
to Jesus at the Wedding Feast when they ran out of wine, John. 2:5) 

The famine spread over all the earth and all the nations came to Joseph to buy grain.  All peoples are 
now completely dependent upon Joseph for survival.    

Verse 57 stresses the necessity for all to come ‘to Joseph’ in order to buy.  The Torah 
wants to emphasize that “the end of Joseph’s misfortunes and his fantastic ascent 
could only have had, as their ultimate objective, to make ‘all the lands’ converge 
‘toward Joseph’ and thus prepare the way for the reunion of the family of Israel.”17  

DISCUSS this in relation to Yeshua being the source of true life:  John 6:35-58.  

 

The providential unfolding of Joseph’s life was, as we now know, according to the foreknowledge 
and will of God. In the beginning, neither Joseph nor his brothers could know that his dreams were a 
form of prophecy, that he was indeed destined for greatness and that every misfortune he would 
suffer would play a part in the dreams coming true.  It seemed as if others were determining his 
destiny, but every detail was a necessary part of his destiny—God has others seemingly make their 
own decisions that determined the destiny of Joseph, and only looking back we see that it was divine 
providence in every detail.  

So it was with Jesus, and so it is also in our own lives—we also need patience, humility and trust. 
Each of our life stories contains the subtle interweaving of apparent happenstance and divinely-
scripted destiny.18 

 

                                                           
15

 Munk, The Call of the Torah commentary on v.46. 
16

 Is it a coincidence that the Hebrew word for ‘sea’ (yam) is also translated as “west”? (as distinct from ‘east’ 
(qedem), which is associated with what is ‘ancient’ or ‘everlasting’.)    
17

 Munk, commenting on v.57. 
18

 Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Covenant & Conversation, p176. 


