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BREAD OF LIFE TORAH STUDIES  

"I am the bread of life. He who comes to me shall never hunger …” John 6:35 

  
 

NUMBERS 25-27 

As we saw in our previous study, Israel was completely oblivious of the attempt by Balak and Balaam 
to curse them and were equally oblivious of God’s intervention on their behalf which brought forth   
words of great hope and blessing—because He loved them.  And so it was, when that evil plan failed, 
another plan was hatched to bring them down. 
 

CHAPTER 25  - The Zeal of Phinehas   
   
1-3 Now Israel remained in Shittim and the people began to commit harlotry with the women of 
Moab. They invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to 
their gods. So Israel was joined to Baal of Peor, and the anger of the LORD was aroused against 
Israel. 
 
According to Numbers 31:15-16 the incident involving the Moabite women was masterminded by 
Balaam. Knowing that he could not curse Israel, he took another strategy – he counselled the 
Moabites and Midianites to send their daughters to commit fornication with the men of Israel and to 
introduce them to their gods. Balak stood as a type of all who desire the total destruction of Israel.     
—remember, his name means “destroyer”. 
 

There are some valuable lessons for us here: 

1. Satan’s constant ploy to tempt God’s people to assimilate into the surrounding world, especially 

when they are close to entering their ‘Promised Land’. 

2. The beauty and sinlessness of God’s vision of His people through the Atonement 

3. The need to stay under the protective covering He provides. 

4. The fear that grips God’s enemies at the sight of Israel rising into her calling.  

  
It can take time in our own walk with the LORD to truly comprehend His great love for us – to 
understand that He has a plan and purpose for our lives beyond our ability to grasp; and conversely, 
we can be blinded to the fact that the enemy is intent upon keeping us blinded and bound in our 
fleshly life.  
 
Hosea remarks on the Baal Peor event: “When I found Israel, it was like finding grapes in the desert; 
when I saw your ancestors, it was like seeing the early fruit on the fig tree. But when they came to 
Baal Peor, they consecrated themselves to that shameful idol and became as vile as the thing they 
loved. (Hos. 9:10)    
 

God’s anger burst upon them. Then the LORD said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people and 
hang the offenders before the LORD, out in the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may turn away 
from Israel”.  

When Zimri, a leader from the tribe of Simeon, and Cozbi, a Midianite princess, defiantly and 
blatantly defied the LORD in front of Moses, Phineas, a grandson of Aaron, was outraged — he rose 
from among the congregation and took a javelin in his hand; drove it through both of them.  His zeal 
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stopped God’s hand of vengeance and Israel was delivered from destruction. But 24,000 died in the 
plague of God’s wrath. 
 

25:10-14 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 25:11 “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of 
Aaron the priest, has turned back My wrath from the children of Israel, because he was zealous with 
My zeal among them, so that I did not consume the children of Israel in My zeal.  12 “Therefore say, 
‘Behold, I give to him My covenant of peace; 13 ‘and it shall be to him and his descendants after him 
a covenant of an everlasting priesthood, because he was zealous for his God, and made atonement 
for the children of Israel. 
 
Once again we see the need for an intermediary between the wrath of God and a sinful people. If 
Phineas had not acted, what would have happened?  However, the spontaneous action of Phineas 
caused some consternation among the people (although we don’t see this in the text), and not a 
little discussion amongst the sages. He had apparently taken the law into his own hands and publicly 
killed a leader of Israel. However, God’s response was unequivocal—bestowing on him a covenant of 
peace and a covenant of everlasting priesthood – never before had this happened!!  
Q. how do you view this action on a surface level? 
 
We are told that he was “zealous with (God’s ) zeal” – had he not stepped in, many more would have 
died. Midrash says that when the Divine glory was with him, he was like an angel of the LORD. 
However, among men, he had many enemies who would have banished him had the Holy Spirit not 
been upon him. Many criticized his action and did not accept him – ‘until he was able to bring peace 
to all the tribes. Only then were all his qualities acknowledged.’1 

We are given strong hints that Phineas is yet another type of Messiah. According to Jewish Midrash, 
God’s promise of blessing upon Phinehas meant that he would never die! Further Midrash teaches 
that Isaac was a model for Phineas.2 “They were alike, not only physically but spiritually. Like Isaac, 
Phineas had the same predilection for the principle of strict justice.” Isaac was ready to sacrifice 
himself on the altar in obedience to God. 

He was zealous with my zeal: Many did not accept or understand the zeal of Jesus for His Father’s 
House/Name when He overturned the tables of the money lenders in Temple. John reached into the 
treasury of the Old Testament to put a caption to Jesus’ action: “Zeal for your house has consumed 
me” [John 2:17; Ps. 69:9] 

It is difficult to bring the traits of zealotry and peace into harmony, but clearly it was because Phineas 
took vengeance and atoned for the people of Israel, that a Covenant of Peace, combined with a 
covenant of everlasting priesthood, was bestowed upon him.3 As we would realize, this is a perfect fit 
for Messiah Yeshua – Consider how a Covenant of Peace and an Everlasting Priesthood are 
intrinsically bound. 

Ezekiel 37:26 26  I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. I will 
establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them forever. 

In Luke’s Gospel we read prophetic words from the righteous Simeon when Jesus was presented at 
the temple: Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which 
shall be spoken against; Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also, that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed (Lk. 2:34-35). The ‘also’ suggests that when Jesus was pierced by a 
sword, Mary’s soul would also be pierced by a ‘sword’. The Greek word translated “sword” is a “large 
sword; properly, a long Thracian javelin”. Is this Simeon/javelin link a mere coincidence? As we know, 

                                                           
1
 Phinehas went on to use his authority to promote reconciliation among the tribes (Joshua 22 & Judges 21) 

2
 The numerical value of their names are equal. 

3
 All High Priests in the first & second temples were descendants of Phineas. 
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Mary stood at the foot of the Cross when her Son was pierced, and we need have no doubt that her 
heart of love for Him was pierced also. Contemplate this in the light of our story. 

Tradition further specifies that “Hashem promised Phinehas that He would make him into an angel 
who would have eternal life and who would announce the deliverance at the end of days.”4     

Rabbi Hirsch wisely teaches that “Phinehas is seen as a true defender of peace between Hashem and 
man… for peace cannot be built on compromises or retreats.”  

Q. Compare Phinehas’ action with Yeshua’s . 

Q. How can we factor in the harlotry and subsequent spearing of Zimri and Cozbi? 

 

Digging deeper – The Broken Vav  

Throughout the Torah, letters must be written complete and if they are malformed or partly illegible 
then the work is invalid. However there is one exception where the scribe is mandated to make a 

letter incomplete. The letter in question is the vav (ו) in the word shalom in Numbers 25:12.  This 

must be written with a break in the vertical line. In every Torah scroll ‘shalom’ is written:     

Jewish sages have sought to make sense of this by claiming that the peace was undermined 
because it came by way of violence. Is Phinehas a hero or a fanatic or both, they ask?  Tradition is 
not clear on the matter. However, once again, we see here that the deeper mysteries of Torah find 
their answer in the Messiah. 

Each Hebrew letter has a numerical equivalent.  The numerical value of vav is six, which is also the 
number of man. On a deeper level we can see this broken vav as a picture of the brokenness of the 
Messiah for the sake of the Covenant of Peace that brought atonement to Israel! Is this one of those 
jots or tittles that Jesus spoke of? 

  

CHAPTER 26  - Take a Census 
 

After the plague, God spoke to Moses and Eleazer, saying ‘Take a census…of men 20 years and over’.  
Rashi says ‘Hashem wanted to show His concern for His people after their losses during the plague.  
It was like a shepherd whose flock had been attacked by wolves and who counts them afterwards to 
see how many sheep remain.’   

This is the third and last census taken before the children of Israel entered the Promised Land and 
the land was divided amongst them.  The last census of those who were of fighting age took place 38 
years earlier. That generation had died and it was time for the new generation to stand up and be 
counted. 

The chapter ends with the reminder that all that remained of the males who were under age 20 
when Israel fled Egypt, were Joshua and Caleb; 600,000 males had died during those 40 years in the 
Wilderness. 

A numerical comparison between this census and the previous one shows there is not much 
difference in the numbers—in fact it results in almost 2000 less.  According to tribes, some numbers 
went down, some went up. One notable difference is the tribe of Simeon, which dropped 
considerably5 —it was a Simeon leader, Zimri, who was speared through by Phineas. 

                                                           
4
 The Call of the Torah, Targum Yonasan p 317. 

5
 1

st
 59,300, 2

nd
 22,200 



4 

 

CHAPTER 27:1-11 – Inheritance Laws 

The five daughters of Zelophehad come boldly before Moses, Eleazar, the leaders, and all the 
congregation to plead their cause: “… Why should the name of our father be removed from among 
his family because he had no son? Give us a possession among our father’s brothers.” 
 
Why were the leaders and the whole congregation present to hear their request? Midrash says that 
they had first approached the local leader of ten, and so on up the line, but each found the case too 
difficult to judge – until Moses consulted the highest authority – the LORD Himself.  
 
This must be the first known case of women standing up for their rights! There was no law laid down 
for this, so Moses brought their case before the LORD – who declared that they were right and 
brought down a new decree: “And you shall speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘If a man dies and 
has no son, then you shall cause his inheritance to pass to his daughter.’” 
 
These women were motivated to seek justice by their confidence that the LORD’s love and mercy 
knows no favourites – all are loved equally. This was surely an extraordinary ruling in its time – and 
well beyond. The five women were all unmarried at the time, and we will see later that women who 
inherit in this way are instructed to take husbands from within a family of their father’s tribe.  
 
On a deeper level, we should ask, why five, and why are the women all named? We know that the 
number five represents grace; and let’s look at the meaning behind the names: 
 
Mahlah = "disease" 
Noah     = "motion" from root meaning ‘shake’, ‘move’ ‘promoted’   
Hoglah  = "partridge"  “dancing” or “His dance” 
Milcah   = "queen"    
Tirzah    = "she is my delight".   
 
We can clearly see a transition here – why would you call your daughter “disease”? And from there, 
there is a shaking, a promotion that brings about hopping and dancing, and ultimately  a queen who 
is a delight. Wow! Keep this in mind, as we will revisit these women in a last chapter. 
  

Joshua selected to succeed Moses - 27:12-23  
 
We have previously seen that Moses forfeited his right to enter the Promised Land.  Here we read 
that the LORD commands Moses to climb the mountain and “see the Land … you shall see it, then 
you shall be gathered to your people…” 
 
Moses then appeals to the LORD, as “God of the spirits of all flesh”, for a successor to his leadership.  
God instructed him that Joshua was to be commissioned through the laying on of hands, before the 
High Priest and all the people, to be his successor. 
 

According to Midrash, Moses assembled all of Israel together, put a crown and a robe on Joshua 
(Yehoshua) and seated him on a golden throne.  Moses then sat with the people like a student 
before his teacher and all Israel listened as Joshua taught from the Torah.  Moses did this every day 
for 30 days before his death.6 

 
The Messianic shadows in this section should be clear to all.  For example: 
“Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation, who may go out before them  
and go in before them, who may lead them out and bring them in, that the congregation of the LORD may not 
be like sheep which have no shepherd.”  (Num. 27:15-17; John 10:9-11) 

                                                           
6
 John J Parsons, A Year through the Torah p236. 



5 

 

 
And the LORD said to Moses: “Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your 
hand on him; “set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation, and inaugurate him in their 
sight. “And you shall give some of your authority (glory, majesty) to him, that all the congregation of the 
children of Israel may be obedient.  
 

The laying on of hands for impartation and ordination was carried through into the New Testament, 
as well as Rabbinical ordination, and is still an important part of Christian practise today.  
 
“He shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire before the LORD for him by the judgment of the 
Urim. At his word they shall go out, and at his word they shall come in, he and all the children of Israel with 
him—all the congregation.” (Num. 27:18-21)    


