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BREAD OF LIFE TORAH STUDIES 

"I am the bread of life. He who comes to me shall never hunger …” John 6:35 

  

EXODUS 35-40 

Our last study covered the pivotal moment in Israelite history - the second giving of the Ten 
Commandments on tablets of stone after the fall into idolatry with the Golden Calf. The Children of 
Israel had been ‘elevated’ spiritually (20:17), but their flesh nature had risen up and God needed to 
humble them in order to continue to journey with them to the Promised Land. 

Following Moses’ heartfelt intercession, the LORD revealed to Moses the fullness contained in His 
Name, proclaiming the attributes of mercy, grace and forgiveness, which can only be truly perceived 
from the standpoint of the ‘cleft in the rock’. We also saw the necessity of a mediator between God 
and His people - a mediator who is called and sent by God, who intimately understands His nature, 
and who also loves and identifies with the people. Of course, this is a beautiful prophetic portrait of 
the Messiah who was to come. 

The narrative now returns to the Tabernacle.  Moses assembles the entire community and charges 
them with the privilege of building the Tabernacle.  Much of the text is a virtual repetition of the 
directives we read in previous chapters – first it was divine instruction (Ex. 25:-31:17), now we come 
to the implementation of those instructions. 

This section begins with a re-stating of the Sabbath Law, whereas the previous Tabernacle narrative 
ended with the command to keep the Sabbath (31:12-17)1  Why is this?  Here is a Jewish perspective: 

At a more metaphysical level, the Sanctuary mirrors – is the human counterpart to – the divine 
creation of the universe… From God’s point of view, the Sabbath was the last day of creation - 
seventh day; from the point of view of the first human beings – created on the sixth day – It was 
the first.  The Sabbath is not simply a day of rest, it is an anticipation of the “end of history,” the 
messianic age. On it, we recover the lost harmonies of the Garden of Eden. For now, we rehearse it 
every week – one day in seven. The Sabbath is a full dress rehearsal for an ideal society that has 
not yet come to pass, but will do because we know what we are aiming for – because we 
experienced it at the beginning.  That is why, when it came to the human execution of the building, 
the Sabbath came first – God “made known the end at the beginning” (Isaiah 46:10).2 

We previously looked in some detail at the Tabernacle when the LORD transmitted the instructions to 
Moses. We now come to the transmission and implementation of those instructions.  

Chapters 35-40 are divided into several distinct sections:  

1. 35:1-19 Moses communicates the LORD’s words to the entire congregation;    
2. 35:21-29 Everyone  whose heart was stirred “brought the LORD’s offering  for the work”; 
3. 35:30-38 Bezalel, Oholiab and every gifted artisan carry out the work; 
4. 37:1-38:17 Bezalel makes the holy furnishings, oil and incense; 
5. 39  The making of the priestly garments; 
6. 40  The Sanctuary was raised up; 
7. The glory of the LORD fills the Tabernacle.  

 
 
 

                                                           
1 This is the fifth time the Sabbath Law has been given since their arrival at Sinai (Ex. 20:10, 23:12, 31:15, 34:21, 35:2-3).   
2 Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Covenant & Conversation. 
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CHAPTERS 35 & 36 

Then everyone came whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing, and they 
brought the LORD’s offering for the work of the tabernacle of meeting, for all its service, and for the 
holy garments (35:21). 

Moses had said: “Take from what you have, an offering to God… All who are skilled among you are 
to come and make everything the Lord has commanded…” (vs. 4-10), and that is exactly what we 
witness happening. As we read through verses 21-29, we see significant repetition — “every man 
and woman with wise and willing hearts” bring an offering to assist in building the dwelling place for 
the LORD.  Each person has something distinct and different to give: The Tabernacle was to be a 
collective achievement. Each contribution was valued – and therefore each and every participant felt 
valued. Previously we saw a rabble at the base of the mountain, lacking united, wise leadership; here 
we see a community willingly working together for a common shared purpose. Indeed, the 
generosity of the people was so great that they had to be restrained from bringing more (Ex. 36:4-6). 

Q. Why the dramatic change? Why do you think the people were now so motivated? 
       How does this speak to us as believers? 
 

Bezalel  - A Temple-building son of Judah 
35:30--31 And Moses said to the children of Israel, “See, the Lord has called by name Bezalel the son 
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; and He has filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom 
and understanding, in knowledge and all manner of workmanship,…” 
We might recall that it is through wisdom, understanding and knowledge that the world was created 
– Prov. 3:19,20). Bezalel was an astonishingly accomplished artisan—a metalworker, jeweller, gem-
cutter and woodworker, engraver, designer, embroiderer and weaver—he performed "every 
inventive work".   

Moses records, on three occasions that Bezalel was “the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of 
Judah3.” (Ex. 31:2, 35:30, 38:22). This threefold repetition should not be overlooked, so let’s look 
into it: 

The name Bezalel means:  In the shadow (i.e. protection) of God.4 In Isaiah we read: 
The LORD called me from the womb, 
From the body of my mother he named me. 
And he has made my mouth like a sharp sword; 
In the shadow of his hand he has concealed me, 
And he has also made me a select arrow; 
He has hidden me in his quiver. (Isa 49:1–2)  

Note: Bezalel has been ‘hidden’ up till now, given this extraordinary task, then we hear no more of 
him—we might liken this to Jesus, who was hidden until He was revealed in His first coming, 
precisely accomplished the Father’s will, then departed this world.  

Uri means fiery from a root word meaning flame, light, make luminous, enlighten;  Hur means ‘white 
linen’. And of course, the line of Judah points to Kingship, and ultimately Messiah’s Kingship. 

Bezalel was teamed up with Oholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan to construct the 
Tabernacle.  His lineage is also mentioned three times (31:6; 35:34; 38:23). 

The name Oholiab means  “Father's Tent”;  Ahisamach— "my brother is support (has supported)"; 
Dan—“judge”. 

                                                           
3 Caleb is from this same lineage. 
4 See Isa 49:1–2 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Proverbs
http://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Bezalel.html
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Significantly, God “has put in his (Bezalel’s) heart the ability to teach, in him and Oholiab …” 
 
Q. Noting this, and the meaning of the names, what can we understand from this combination of 
Bezalel and Oholiab, as a prophetic profile? 

And they received from Moses all the offering which the children of Israel had brought for the work of 
the service of making the sanctuary. So they continued bringing to him freewill offerings every 
morning. Then all the craftsmen who were doing all the work of the sanctuary came, each from the 
work he was doing, they spoke to Moses, saying, “The people bring much more than enough for the 
service of the work which the LORD commanded us to do.” (36:3-5) 

Note that the free-will gifts were brought morning-by-morning (36:3 ) - “Morning is the choice time 
for the purifying effects of the service to extend throughout the day.”5  A principle well worth taking 
note of in our daily walk with the LORD. 

Ps. 5:3 My voice shall you hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer to you, 
and will look up. 

36:8 Then all the gifted artisans among them who worked on the tabernacle made ten curtains…   
The elaborate details of this work, continue throughout chapter 36. 

CHAPTERS 37 & 38 

37:1 And Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood; two and a half cubits was its length, a cubit and a 
half its width, and a cubit and a half its height… He also made the mercy seat of pure gold; He made 
two cherubim of beaten gold; 

“Every object in the Tabernacle was designed upon Bezalel’s instruction and counsel, but 
he himself made the Ark. This is because the Ark contained the shadow of God. The task 
of building the Ark belonged to Bezalel himself because he himself was in the shadow of 
God. His name testifies that he reflected the Shekinah through his divine inspiration.”6  

 He made the table of acacia wood; He also made the lampstand of pure gold; He made the incense 
altar; He also made the holy anointing oil and the pure incense of sweet spices; He made the altar of 
burnt offering; …and so the details of the making of the holy furniture continue throughout these 
two chapters, followed by an accounting of the offerings of gold, silver, and brass, and the half shekel 
offering from every man (38:26). “The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than 
half a shekel ...” (30:15) 

CHAPTER 39 
 
Finally we come to the details of the making of the priestly garments, exquisite details of which we 
covered back in chapter 28, and finally: all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting was 
finished. And the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD had commanded Moses; so they 
did. And they brought the tabernacle to Moses, the tent and all its furnishings (39:32-33).  Chapter 39 
then goes on to list all the items they brought to Moses, everything, right down to the holy garments 
for the priests. 

                                                           
5 Rabbi Elie Munk, The Call of the Torah 
6 Ibid  p523. 
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42-43 According to all that the LORD had commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did all the 
work. Then Moses looked over all the work, and indeed they had done it; as the LORD had 
commanded, just so they had done it. And Moses blessed them. 

Until the making of the Tabernacle, the story of the Israelites is a sequence of events in which God acted 
for the people. He liberated them, divided the sea for them, gave them water from a rock and food from 
heaven. During all that time, they quarrelled and complained. Yet after the second set of tablets was 
brought down the mountain by Moses, and throughout the construction of the Tabernacle, there were 
no quarrels, no complaints. The people gave of their wealth, their time and skills. They gave so much that 
Moses had to issue an order that they should stop. This is behaviour we had not seen before. The 
Israelites were indeed transformed.7 

CHAPTER 40 – Final Instructions 

40:1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: “On the first day of the first month you shall set up the 
tabernacle of the tent of meeting. … 17. And it came to pass in the first month of the second year, on 
the first [day] of the month, [that] the tabernacle was raised up. 

You might recall that it was back in Egypt (Ex.12:2) that God established “the beginning of months: – 
it shall be the first month of the year for you”— so this is the first New Year’s Day. The month of 
Nisan remains the start of the religious year,8  and is closely tied with the festival of Passover; the 
first day of Nisan is seen as the anniversary of the founding of the Jewish people when they escaped 
from Egypt during the Passover story. Thus, the final erection of the Tabernacle combines the ideas 
of sacred space and sacred time. 

 God now gives Moses instructions in the setting up of the Tabernacle. Most prominent in God’s 
commands is the term “you shall anoint…,” so the major theme here is not so much the actual 
building, but its dedication and sanctification for a purpose, including the appointment and anointing 
of Aaron and his sons to be priests. 

16 Thus Moses did; according to all that the LORD had commanded him, so he did.  
This final section sees Moses setting up everything to completion—including placing the testimony 
into the ark; setting the bread upon the table; lighting the lamps; burning the sweet incense and 
burning offerings upon the altar. Each of the seven paragraphs that describe the fulfilment of this   
(40:18-33) ends with the words: “as the LORD had commanded Moses”. Indeed, this has been a 
monumental journey of reproducing everything precisely as the Lord commanded Moses. Moses 
himself is the final arbiter of the work. 

So Moses finished the work. Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, because the 
cloud rested above it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. Whenever the cloud was taken 
up from above the tabernacle, the children of Israel would go onward in all their journeys. But if the 
cloud was not taken up, then they did not journey till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of 
the LORD was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by night, in the sight of all the house 
of Israel, throughout all their journeys. (Ex. 40:33-38)   

 

                                                           
7 Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Covenant & Conversation p293. 
8 Rosh Hashanah marks the day when the Jewish calendar year advances and is seen traditionally as the date when the world 

was created.  
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A Renewed Creation 
For centuries readers of Exodus have seen that the tabernacle is described in a way that makes one 
think of the account of creation in Genesis .9 

1) The tabernacle instructions (Exodus 25-31) are given in six segments, each beginning 
with “Yahweh said to Moses” (25:1; 30:11, 17, 22, 34; 31:1). “Speaking” these six 
“creative” words to Moses parallels the six creative words of Genesis 1 (vv. 3, 6, 9, 14, 
20, 22). 

2) The seventh creative word in Exodus 31:12 introduces the Sabbath command. As in 
Genesis 1, we see a seven-fold creative act culminating in rest. 

3) In Exodus 39: 32 we read that the work was “completed.” This is the same Hebrew 
word used in Genesis 2:2 to refer to the completion of God’s creative work. 

4) In Exodus 39:43 we read that Moses “inspected the work and saw” that they had 
completed the work according to plan. Likewise in Genesis 1 God inspects his creative 
work and “sees” (same Hebrew word) that it was good. 

5) Just as Moses “blessed” the people after completing the work (Exodus 39:43), God 
“blessed” (same Hebrew word) his creation in Genesis 1:22, 28; 2:3.  

6) In Exodus 40:33 we read that Moses “finished the work,” which parallels how God 
“finished his work” (same Hebrew vocabulary) on the seventh day (Genesis 2:2).  

The Dwelling is therefore a reflection of the perfection of the world and the divine hand that 
oversees it. Even the structure itself has creation overtones. The very fact that it is to be built 
according to exact specifications, no less than a heavenly “pattern” (Exodus 25:9) speaks to the 
“ordered” nature of the tabernacle as well as to its “heavenly” identity. The tabernacle is an earthly 
representation of God’s heavenly temple. All of this means that the tabernacle is more than a really 
nice tent. It is a micro-cosmos. It is a smaller version of what God did in Genesis 1. It is a “world” that 
symbolizes created order. It is a “sacred space” separate from the surrounding “chaos”. 

Q. DISCUSS, considering that Jesus is the ’last Adam’ (1 Cor. 15:45), and the very foundation and 
cornerstone of God’s new creation; and 2 Cor. 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 

The End: God’s Glory 

The book of Exodus began with a people in servitude to an earthly god-king, and concludes with a 
people that has completed a unified act of service to a Divine King. The essential point of the 
preceding chapters is the united and willing service of God’s people to build a Sanctuary— with their 
property, their labour and their souls—so that God could dwell in their midst. … Then the cloud 
covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

We have seen here three stages in the dialogue between God and man—three phases through 
which their relationship progresses. First came the Divine initiative, the ‘awakening from above,’ 
the command which opens up a path for man to unite himself with God’s will. Then follows the 
human response, the ‘awakening from below’ in which he rises to the challenge of obedience and 
creates within himself and his world a hallowed space, hollowed out, as it were, for God to enter 
and make His habitation. Finally comes the Divine response, the revelation of God within the 
human sphere.  The command first came like a voice from outside, inviting man to break through 
his shell of self and separation. But the concluding response of God is a voice from within, flooding 
the human sanctuary with “the glory of the LORD”.10 

                                                           
9 Following points come from: https://biologos.org/blogs/archive/exodus-mt-sinai-and-creation 
10 Rabbi M.M. Schneerson, Torah Studies, p148. 
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What this last third of the book of Exodus is telling us is that our primary task is to build a home for 
the Divine Presence.  The teaching of the Tabernacle is as relevant today as it was in Moses' time. In 
II Corinthians 6, Paul taught that our bodies are a Temple of the Holy Spirit. The writer of Hebrews 
compares and contrasts Moses and Jesus (Heb. 3), saying that our Christ is not simply a servant in 
the house, he is “the builder of the house” (v. 3). Accordingly, he deserves greater glory – more glory 
than Moses who constructed a tent in the desert; more glory than Solomon who constructed the 
temple in Jerusalem. These dwellings were splendid in their own time and place, but they only 
served to point to a more glorious building made of living stones built on the cornerstone of Christ 
himself. 


