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BREAD OF LIFE TORAH STUDIES 

"I am the bread of life. He who comes to me shall never hunger …” John 6:35 

  

 
LEVITICUS 8-10 

 
CHAPTER 8 – Inauguration of the Priesthood 
 
It has been a very long journey to this point, as chapter after chapter we have seen the instructions, 
and the implementation of those instructions in preparation of the Tabernacle—the dwelling place 
of God in the midst of His people. The time has finally come for the final step—the inauguration of 
Aaron and his sons as priests of the Most High God in the service of the Tabernacle. 
 
Lev. 8:1-3 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: “Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the 
garments, the anointing oil, a bull as the sin offering, two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread; 
and gather all the congregation together at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.” 
 
Then Moses washed Aaron and his sons with water; dressed Aaron with the high priestly garments; 
he took the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle and all that was in it; he poured some of the 
anointing oil on Aaron’s head and anointed him, to consecrate him; he brought Aaron’s sons forward 
and dressed them.  Various offerings were then brought forward, including the sin-offering, a ram for 
the elevation-offering, and a second ram as a ram-of-consecration.   
 
Moses took some blood from the ram of consecration and put it on the tip of Aaron’s right ear, on 
the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot. He did the same with Aaron’s sons. 
“This consecration symbolically encompassed the whole body; it was even more direct and more 
personal than the investiture with the holy garments.”1  More specifically, we can see it representing 
our hearing, doing and walking. The Hebrew word, shema, means to “heed”—it describes hearing 
and also its effects, the doing/walking out.  
 
It is also significant that the blood is placed on the right side. There are numerous examples of God 
using His arm, particularly his right arm (e.g. Isa.62:8; Ps 80:15), as a symbol of His power to reach 
into the affairs of man. The arm was used representing God in His agency of strength. When the Bible 
refers the Arm of the Lord it is consistently about the pre-incarnate Son, as God reaches into the 
Earth to accomplish His will, as in Psalm 98:1 … His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the 
victory. And of course, Jesus Christ is now seated at the Father’s right hand. 
 
Q. Discuss how this might apply to our lives as part of God’s “holy priesthood” (1 Pet.2:9). 
 
Lev 8:33-35 “And you shall not go outside the door of the tabernacle of meeting for seven days, until 
the days of your consecration are ended. For seven days he shall consecrate you...  (lit. “fill your 
hands), to make atonement for you. Therefore you shall stay at the door of the tabernacle of meeting 
day and night for seven days, and keep the charge of the LORD, so that you may not die; for so I have 
been commanded.” 
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This period of seven days was necessary to teach the priests all the laws concerning the sacrificial 
service, so that they could “keep the charge of the LORD and not die”—the number seven points to a 
spiritual completion in the earthly realm.  On a deeper level: “These seven days correspond to the 
seven days of Creation and confer a moral and spiritual fulfilment upon the priesthood.”2    
 

CHAPTER 9 – The Priestly Ministry Begins 
 
It came to pass on the eighth day…   Why was this day, which followed the seven days of 
consecration of the Sanctuary, called the “eighth day”? This implies that it was a natural continuation 
of the previous seven days. The consecration of Aaron and his sons as priests of God required seven 
days of being set apart (Lev.8:35), but it was on the "eighth day" that they began their ministry as 
"priests," thus beginning a "new" ministry and office before God and the people.   
 
The number eight comes from a root word “to make fat”; it speaks of a “super-abundant fertility”.  It 
also points to a new beginning.3  The seven day Feast of Tabernacles (the final of the seven Feasts of 
the Lord) is followed by an “eighth day” - "Shemini Atzeret" - which clearly represents "A NEW 
BEGINNING" —the start of a new era. It points to the Messianic Age – the “Day of the Messiah” - a 
“Day of High Holiness”. “It will be the outcome, the Divine response, to what we do now. It will be 
the ‘eighth day’ in the sense that it continues and completes the perfection after which we now 
strive, after we have done all of which we are capable.”4 This is an exciting subject in itself, but 
unfortunately we can’t cover it in this study. 
 
When the seven days of consecration was complete, all the congregation drew near and stood 
before the LORD. (9:5) 
 
9:6-7 Moses said, “This is the thing which the LORD commanded you to do, and the glory of the 
LORD will appear to you.”  And Moses said to Aaron, “Go to the altar, offer your sin offering and 
your burnt offering, and make atonement for yourself and for the people. Offer the offering of the 
people, and make atonement for them, as the LORD commanded.” 
 
Having completed all the required offerings,  Aaron lifted his hand toward the people, blessed them, 
and came down from offering the sin offering, the burnt offering, and peace offerings.  And Moses 
and Aaron went into the tabernacle of meeting, and came out and blessed the people. Then the glory 
of the LORD appeared to all the people, and fire came out from before the LORD and consumed the 
burnt offering and the fat on the altar.  
 

“According to the Talmud, the Heavenly fire brought with it five miracles: it seemed crouched 
over the Altar majestically like a lion, it was as dazzling as the sun, it was of a solid substance, 
it consumed both dry and wet materials, and it was without smoke.”
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Through all the trials and tribulations the people had experienced since leaving Egypt, their 
dedication in obediently and willingly building the visible home of the Divine Presence on earth, the 
people could not have imagined this final outcome—When all the people saw it, they shouted and 
fell on their faces (9:22-24). 
 

                                                           
2
 Ibid, p.415. 

3
 David was the eighth son of Jesse.  When the whole earth was covered with a flood, it was Noah 'the eighth person' (II 

Pet.2:5) who stepped out on to a new earth to commence a new order of things. Circumcision was to be performed on the 
eighth day (Gen.17:12) The first-born was to be given to YHVH on the eighth day (Ex.22:29-30).” 
4
 Schneerson, Torah Studies, p.173. 

5
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The goal which God set for Israel in the words: Let them build Me a Sanctuary, that I may dwell 
among them, was achieved at last. This acclamation of spontaneous worship is repeated at the 
consecration of Solomon’s Temple:  When all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and 
the glory of the Lord on the temple, they bowed their faces to the ground on the pavement, and 
worshiped and praised the Lord, saying: “For He is good, For His mercy endures forever.” (2Chron.7:3) 

 

CHAPTER 10 – The death of Nadab and Abihu6 
 
10:1-2 Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense 
on it, and offered profane fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them. So fire went out 
from the LORD and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. 
Celebration quickly turned to tragedy.  What was the sin of Nadab and Abihu, and why were they 
punished so definitively? What was so wrong with what they did? The Sages offer a wide range of 
interpretations regarding the actual deed of Nadab & Abihu— why they did it and why it caused 
their death—each speaks into the danger of over-enthusiasm in the religious life. However, the 
simplest explanation is that they offered ‘strange’ or ‘alien’ fire – meaning “that which was not 
commanded”.  
 
Nadab and Abihu7 were the two eldest sons of Aaron, and we have not heard anything negative 
about them previously. In fact, in Exodus 24 we saw that Moses, Aaron Nadab and Abihu and 
seventy elders of Israel went up and they saw the God of Israel. And there was under His feet as it 
were a paved work of sapphire stone, and it was like the very heavens in its clarity. But on the nobles 
of the children of Israel of Israel He did not lay His hand. so they saw God and they ate and drank.”  
So the incident here, which ended in their death, sits in stark contrast to their previous encounter 

with the God of Israel. Nadab and Abihu were noble priests, given the honour of ‘coming near’ 
to God. The holier the person, the more God demands of them. They didn’t die because 
they were evil but because they were holy. Their intentions were good but their act was 
wrong.  
 
The episode of Nadab and Abihu is written in three kinds of fire. First there is the fire from heaven: 
Fire came forth from before God and consumed the burnt offering. (Lev. 9:24) This was the fire of 
favour, consummating the service of the Sanctuary.  

Then came the “unauthorised fire” offered by the two sons. (Lev. 10:1) …each took his censer and 
put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the LORD, which He had not 
commanded them. 

Then there was the counter-fire from heaven: So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them,  

The message is simple and intensely serious: Religion is not what the European Enlightenment 
thought it would become: mute, marginal, and mild. It is fire – and like fire, it warms but it also 
burns.   
 
To fully comprehend this we need to understand “holy” as the time and space God has reserved for 
His presence. From the time of the first sin in the Garden of Eden, God has concealed the fullness of 
His holiness. He held back and created free space for man to exercise freewill. This was necessary for 
man to become responsible and mature. But there is a limit. Ultimately it has always been His desire 
to bridge that gap and reinstate the initial unity between Himself and man.  
 

                                                           
6
 I acknowledge Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Covenant & Conversation, for much of the material here. 

7
 Nadab, “generous”;  Abihu “He is my father”. 
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“The holy is that point of time and space in which the presence of God is experienced as absolute 
presence…. This can only take place through the total renunciation of human will and initiative. … 
the most fundamental mistake – the mistake of Nadab and Abihu – is to take the powers that belong 
to man’s encounter with the world, and apply them to man’s encounter with the Divine.” We cannot 
assert our own presence in the absolute presence of God. To enter a Holy Space requires humility 
and total renunciation of human initiative. Since they arrived at Sinai He had been making known to 
them that they cannot approach Him on their own terms.  The key to this incident is surely spelled 
out in the following verse:  
 

‘By those who come near Me, I must be regarded as holy; 
And before all the people I must be glorified.’  
            So Aaron held his peace. ”  (10:3)    

 
10:6 And Moses said to Aaron, and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons, “Do not uncover your heads 
nor tear your clothes, lest you die, and wrath come upon all the people. But let your brethren, the 
whole house of Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD has kindled. 

 
Moses is saying here, you are not to mourn the deaths of your sons and brother. Let the people 
lament, but you, as priests, must rise above that. [Read through to verse 20.] 

There is a real possibility that verse 9—“Do not drink wine… nor your sons with you, when you go 
into the tabernacle of meeting, lest you die…” —is the reason Nadab and Abihu acted so rashly. 

“Every aspect of the physical Sanctuary has its counterpart in the inward Sanctuary with the soul 
of the Jew [Christian]. His heart is the altar. And corresponding to the two altars of the Sanctuary, 
the outer and the inner, are the outer and inner levels of the heart, its surface personality and its 
essential core. The altar on which the continual fire was to be set was the outer one. And for the 
Jew [Christian] this means that the fire of his love for God must be outward, open and revealed. 
It is not a private possession, to be cherished subconsciously. It must show in the face he sets 
towards the world.”
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But this is not the last fearful lesson Aaron will have to endure in this chapter. As we continue to 
read through chapter 10, we can only imagine the grief and fear that surrounds Aaron and his two 
remaining sons.  

Moses made careful inquiry about the goat of the sin offering, and he was angry with Eleazar and 
Ithamar, the sons of Aaron when he found that the priests had burned on the altar the people’s sin 
offering that they should have eaten.9 But why must they eat it? These laws are so far outside our 
paradigms that it is hard to understand them.  The answer is given in verse 17:  “Why have you not 
eaten the sin offering in a holy place, since it is most holy, and God has given it to you to bear the 
guilt of the congregation, to make atonement for them before the LORD? This would have been 
clearly spelled out to them as priests and they would have known it, but one imagines, being 
overcome with grief and fear at the loss of their brothers, they could not bring themselves to eat it. 
  
“The takeaway principle is this: the sin of a leader negatively impacts those under his leadership. By 
the same token, a godly leader can provide tremendous positive influence.”10 The events of the past 
8 days, and especially the eighth day, have served to emphasize the vital, sanctified role belonging to 
the Levitical priests. But this time, Aaron cannot hold his peace. His response to Moses is full of 
pathos:   
 

                                                           
8
 Schneerson, Torah Studies, p157. 

9
 See ch.5, 6:25-26, 9:7 
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“Look, this day they have offered their sin offering and their burnt offering before the LORD, and such 
things have befallen me! If I had eaten the sin offering today, would it have been accepted in the 
sight of the LORD?” 
 
Yes, God’s mercy is always part of His nature—“His mercy endures forever”— but that does not 
mean we can trample on His Holiness with impunity. 
 
We should recall here, the intercession of Moses after sin of the Golden Calf incident. God was 
holding a strong line, but Moses interceded for them, appealing to the LORD’s mercy—and that 
mercy was revealed to him from the cleft of the rock. Now Moses is holding the strong line and 
Aaron is appealing to the merciful nature of God. Effectively, he is saying “I know that a High Priest is 
forbidden to mourn as if he were an ordinary individual. But YHWH knows the grief I bear. Would 
not this seem to the people as if I were heartless, as if the service of God meant a renunciation of my 
humanity?”  
 
 This time Moses is silent. He knows Aaron is right. Lev 10:20 So when Moses heard that, he was 
content. 
 
The following quote speaks into the untold suffering of the Jewish people over the millennia, but 
also finds applicability to Christians under the New Covenant: 
 

Moses and Aaron were like the hemispheres of the Jewish, brain: human emotion on the one 
hand; faith in God, the covenant and the future on the other. Without the second, we would 
have lost our hope. Without the first, we would have lost our humanity. It is not easy to keep 
that balance, that tension. Yet it is essential. Faith does not render us invulnerable to tragedy 
but it gives us the strength to mourn and then, despite everything, to carry on.
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