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BREAD OF LIFE TORAH STUDIES 

"I am the bread of life. He who comes to me shall never hunger …” John 6:35 

  

EXODUS 29-31 

CHAPTER 29 - Consecration of the Priests  

We have looked into God’s instructions to Moses regarding the Tabernacle structure and the clothing of 
the priests, and now we see how they were anointed and set apart for service of the Tabernacle: 

29:1 And this is what you shall do to them to hallow them for ministering to Me as priests….  
4 And Aaron and his sons you shall bring to the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and you shall wash 
them with water.  

This initial washing was the first ceremonial act connected with the consecration of the priests. In 
Exodus 4:16 God had told Moses that Aaron “shall be your spokesman to the people… and you shall be 
to him instead of God”. Therefore, here we see Moses acting as God’s proxy. This initial washing typified 
the New Testament “washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5), which only 
God can do. We can also relate this washing to Jesus’ words to Peter in John 13:10: “He who is bathed 
needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean.” 

Details of the various offerings required follows, but we will not look into these now, as that will be the 
subject of a future study. However, I would draw your attention to verses 38-42 which stipulate the 
twice daily offering – every day, continually.  This is an “Elevation Offering”.  “It was instituted as an 
expression of total devotion, of readiness to sacrifice everything in the service of God, and of doing, so 
not only on the Sabbath… but also, and more especially, each and every day, amid the usual routine of 
daily life. The great truth which must be repeated each day to Israel is that to be a Jew means to be 
constantly ready for sacrifice.”1 

Q. Can you think of other NT scriptures that speak into this? 

e.g. 1 Thess. 5:16-18  Rejoice always,  pray continually,  give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's 
will for you in Christ Jesus. 

After the destruction of the Second Temple and the end of a functioning priesthood, it was then that the 
“universal priesthood” began.  Prayers took the place of sacrificial service—prayer was the service of the 
heart.     

In prayer, everyone became a priest. … Halakha (the walking out of Torah Law) also became the 
vehicle through which the priestly task was spread throughout the people. Halakha invests every 
detail of daily life with the charisma of holiness.  

No longer did anyone need a special uniform to 
single them out as priests or holy people, because Jewish people as a whole had become, 
individually and collectively, “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”.
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Q. How does this understanding from a Jewish perspective enhance our understanding of 1 Pet. 2:9: 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.’ 

Let us now look at the final verses of Exodus 29: 

                                                           
1
 Rabbi Elie Munk, The Call of the Torah p416 

2
 Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Covenant & Conversation, p248. 
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“And there I will meet with the children of Israel, and the tabernacle shall be sanctified by My glory. 
“So I will consecrate the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. I will also consecrate both Aaron and his 
sons to minister to Me as priests. I will dwell among the children of Israel and will be their God.  And 
they shall know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them up out of the land of Egypt, that I 
may dwell among them. I am the LORD their God. 

CHAPTER 30    

Altar of Incense - 30:1-10  

We might wonder why the Incense Altar was not mentioned in Exodus 27. This “anomaly” is like a 
neon light telling us that the Altar of Incense is important.  Its description is placed here, after the 
priests, particularly the High Priest, has been dressed and dedicated for service. The Altar of Incense 
is strongly associated with man (specifically the High Priest), and his duty before the Lord.   

There is a clear correlation between the Altar of Incense and the outside altar where sacrifices are 
offered: both are square; both made out of acacia wood; both have horns on the corners. The main 
difference is in the covering—the outer altar is covered with bronze, speaking of judgment, whereas 
the Altar of Incense is overlayed with gold. This gives us a beautiful portrait of the transformation of 
one’s status before God when “sacrifices” are offered with a right heart, and are then ‘filtered 
through’ the High Priest, and all that the incense and his clothing declares, before Almighty God. 

At the Golden Altar, the High Priest offers continual incense before the LORD. When he kindles the 
lamps in the morning and evening, he also brings hot coals from the outer altar for the burning of 
the incense, so the incense effectively contained the residue of the sacrifices burned there.  Going 
down to verses 34-35, we are given the makeup of the incense: 

And the LORD said to Moses: “Take sweet spices, stacte and onycha and galbanum, and pure 
frankincense with these sweet spices; there shall be equal amounts of each.  You shall make of these 
an incense, a compound according to the art of the perfumer, salted, pure, and holy.  

This compound for the incense was not to be replicated: “Whoever makes any like it, to smell it, he 
shall be cut off from his people.” A look at the meaning of these spices shines some light on what the 
incense represented spiritually:  

Stacte – a primitive root; to ooze, i.e. distil gradually; by implication, to fall in drops; figuratively, to 
speak by inspiration:—drop(-ping), prophesy.  

Onchya – from a root word meaning to roar; a lion (from his characteristic roar):—(fierce) lion. 

Galbanum – fat, whether literally or figuratively; hence, the richest or choice part. 

Frankincense – from a root word simply meaning “white” (purity). 

The coals  combined with sweet incense was to be a perpetual incense to the LORD (v.7).  
v.9 You shall not offer strange incense on it…. This is so important that Aaron’s sons, Nadab and 
Abihu, lost their lives when they offered ‘strange fire’ by using coals from another source (Lev. 10:1). 

Hebrew insight: A sweet savour is something that must be smelled. In Hebrew, the word ’aph 
  .is the word for nose, and also the word for anger (think of the flaring of nostrils) ,(אף)

This altar of incense is the last stop before entering the presence of YHVH. If the prayers of this altar 
are mixed with a contrite heart that has been to the altar of sacrifice, they will be a sweet savour 
unto YHVH. However, If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear. (Ps. 66:18)   
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Consider Matthew 5:24 in this regard:  "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother or sister has something against you…” 

Our prayers should be well-seasoned with a contrite heart and true devotion, lest we offer “strange 
incense”.   

Incense symbolizes the prayers of the saints, as we read in Revelation 8:3-4:  Another angel, who had 
a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of 
all God's people, on the golden altar in front of the throne.  The smoke of the incense, together with 
the prayers of God's people, went up before God from the angel's hand. 

Ps. 141:2-3 Let my prayer be set before you as incense.   

How blessed beyond measure we are, that our perfect High Priest, “ever lives to make intercession 
for us” (Heb. 7:24-26) — to add His ‘incense’ to our prayers before the throne of God.  

The Census Tax - 30:11-16 

Moses is told to institute a census tax of half a silver shekel on all males 20 years and over as a 
portion to Hashem to ‘make atonement for your souls.’  

Ex. 30:16 And you shall take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shall appoint it for 
the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; that it may be a memorial unto the children of 
Israel before YHVH, to make an atonement for your souls. 

The half shekel was made of silver, which represents redemption or God’s ransom price for man’s 
sin. In fact, the entire Tabernacle rested on a silver foundation. The vertical boards of the Tabernacle 
itself were set in posts of silver (Exod. 26:15–30) made from the half-shekels that came from the 
people (Exod. 38:25–27). This teaches us that the redemption of humanity is at the very foundation 
of the whole Tabernacle system. The proceeds were also used to buy communal offerings, since 
these offerings were intended as an atonement for the people. (Rashi)   

How was the giving of the half-shekel a memorial for the Children of Israel?  First, it reminded them 
of their sinfulness, of the fact that their sin would cost them something, and that the silver they paid 
for their sin would be used to purchase an innocent lamb, bull or goat to be sacrificed on their behalf. 
They furthermore could not escape the fact that sin was ever with them and that no matter how they 
tried not to sin, they still sinned, and they had to pay a price or penalty for that sin—there was no 
escaping this vicious cycle. Something had to be done for man to break him out of this place of no 
escape.    
 
All, both rich and poor, were to give a half-shekel. This teaches us that all men are equal before God, 
and that all equally need redemption from sin. (1 John 1:9) This is an object lesson to teach the 
Israelites the important principle that there is a price to pay when we break God’s laws.  
 
We can see that the need for atonement was clearly foreshadowed in the Torah.  (DISCUSS) 
 
By tradition the half-shekel became known as the Temple tax that was collected annually. 

Alfred Edersheim's book The Temple explains how this tribute was collected. He states: "For annually, on the 
1st of Adar (the month before the Passover) proclamation was made throughout the country by messengers 
sent from Jerusalem, of the approaching Temple tribute. On the 15th of Adar the money-changers opened stalls 
throughout the country to change the various coins, which Jewish residents at home or settlers abroad might 
bring, into the ancient money of Israel. For custom had it that nothing but the regular half-shekel of the 
sanctuary could be received at the treasury. On the 25th of Adar business was only transacted within the 
precincts of Jerusalem and of the Temple, and after that date those who had refused to pay the impost could be 
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proceeded against at law, and their goods distrained, the only exception being in favour of priests, and that 'for 
the sake of peace …(p. 71),"
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This puts into context the “Money-changers in the Temple” who so infuriated Jesus.   

Did Jesus pay the Temple Tax?  READ Matthew 17:24-27   

Bronze Laver - 30:17-21  
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: “You shall also make a laver of bronze, with its base also of 
bronze, for washing. You shall put it in between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. And you 
shall put water into it, for Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet in water from it. 
When they go into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn 
an offering made by fire to the LORD, they shall wash with water, lest they die. And it shall be a 
statute forever to them—to him and his descendants throughout their generations.” 

Midway between the brazen altar, and the tabernacle stood the brazen laver (or basin), where the 
priests ceremonially washed after offering sacrifices and before entering the tabernacle itself.  They 
could not commune with the Lord nor truly serve Him until they had washed. In the Old Testament, 
priests became defiled, not by sinning against God but by serving Him inappropriately! Their feet 
became dirty as they walked in the courtyard, and their hands were defiled as they handled the 
sacrifices and sprinkled the blood. Therefore, their hands and feet needed constant cleansing, and 
this was provided at the laver. This brings us back to Jesus’ words to Peter in John 13:10: He who is 
bathed needs only to wash his feet… 

Q. Clearly the washing of feet is also symbolic. How do you see that play out in our Christian walk? 

The laver was made from the bronze mirrors of the women who served at the entrance to the tent 
of meeting (Ex. 38:8).   

Q. Consider the significance of the “bronze mirrors”, and the cleansing water of the laver. 

How that might these three elements – bronze, mirrors and water4 – relate to our own faith life? 
Can you think of NT scriptures which throw light on this for us?5    

Holy Anointing Oil   
v.25 “And you shall make from these a holy anointing oil, an ointment compounded according to the 
art of the perfumer. It shall be a holy anointing oil.” 

Moses was to take this holy oil and anoint the tabernacle of meeting and everything in the 
tabernacle, “that they may be most holy”, and also to anoint Aaron and his sons, to consecrate them 
to minister to the LORD as priests. The oil itself was holy and was not to be replicated or put on an 
outsider. The spices the oil was made from were myrrh, sweet-smelling cinnamon, sweet-smelling 
cane, and cassia, added to a hin (about 6 ltrs) of olive oil. It is worth noting that each of the spices 
has a distinguishing characteristic. Let’s look at the meaning of each of these spices:   

Myrrh was a fragrant resin that would ooze from the myrrh shrub, but it was "bitter", and that is 
what the word 'myrrh' actually means – bitter, or bitterness. Of course, Myrrh was one of the gifts 
the wise men gave to the infant Jesus, which is traditionally seen to speak of his bitter death on the 
cross because it was used as embalming oil. Myrrh’s fragrance is sweet, but it is bitter to the taste. 
How fitting that this speaks of Christ’s death upon the Cross.   

                                                           
3 http://www.plim.org/1Moneychangers%20in%20the%20Temple.htm 
4
 Water is the symbol of the Word of God applied to the soul. 

5
 James 1:23 ; 1 Cor. 13:12  
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Sweet Cinnamon was from the bark of the cinnamon shrub, and had a certain fragrant sweetness. 
The root meaning of the Hebrew word is "to erect" or "to stand upright". 

Psalm 84:11 No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly. 

Sweet Calamus  - The word "calamus" has been variously translated as "reed" or "cane", and also as 
"branch" (for the branches in the candlestick).6   The sweet calamus is a rod of strength, a channel, a 
branch through which the oil can flow. (Mt. 12:20 A bruised reed he will not break…) 

Cassia - its meaning is “shrivelled” – from a root word meaning to "bow down", “bow the head”, as 
in Nehemiah 8:6  And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the 
ground. 

Olive Oil is consistently used in the scriptures as a type of the Holy Spirit. But the anointing oil 
mingled with all the above ingredients more clearly portrays the attributes of the Spirit of God, 
whose presence in our lives will give forth the fragrance of Christ. 

Q. Consider how these spices collectively speak of our salvation.    

30:32  Upon man's flesh shall it not be poured  - It is not to be used on carnal flesh. God's priests 
must be washed and cleansed and then clothed with priestly garments—garments of His 
righteousness; garments for glory and for beauty; garments of 'fine linen'—before they are 
consecrated for service with the Holy Oil.. 

Believers in Jesus are also privileged to be divinely anointed, as affirmed by 2 Corinthians 1:21-22: 
Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God…; and 1 John 2:20, 27 
“…you have an anointing from the Holy One, … the anointing which you have received from Him 
abides in you,  …the same anointing teaches you concerning all things...”  

The continuity of using holy anointing oil can still be found in rabbinical Judaism, in the Armenian 
Church, the Assyrian Church of the East, the Coptic Church, Saint Thomas churches, and others. 
Many of the world’s religions, for example, the Catholic Church, emphasized the importance of using 
anointing oil with the laying on of hands for ordination of priests.   

 

CHAPTER 31   

Bezalel – 1-11 
Whilst the commands regarding the construction of the tabernacle were given to Moses, it was 
Bezalel who would be appointed to oversee and accomplish the task:  “See, I have called by name 
Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah.” 

We will encounter Bezalel in chapter 35, where we will look in some detail at this significant figure. 

Keep my Sabbaths – 13-17 
The final instruction given to Moses on Mt Sinai was the stipulation to keep the Sabbath for:  “It is a 
sign between Me and the children of Israel forever; for in six days the LORD made the heavens and 
the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.” (31:17) 

v.18 And when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two 
tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God. 

  

                                                           
6
 See Isa. 42:3; 43:24; Ex. 25:33 for examples of usage.  


