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BREAD OF LIFE TORAH STUDIES 

"I am the bread of life. He who comes to me shall never hunger …” John 6:35 

  

 

LEVITICUS – THE BOOK OF HOLINESS 
 
“Leviticus is a precisely structured book, divided into three parts. The first is about the holy— 

specifically it is about sacrifices and more generally about how to come close to God in the house of 

God. The second part is set at the boundary between the holy and the world. It is about the things 

that prevent us from entering the sacred space. The third is about taking the holy into the world…. It 

begins in the Sanctuary but ends in society.”1 

It opens where Exodus left off, with God calling to Moses from the Tent of Meeting regarding the 

various animal and meal offerings that may be offered as sacrifices. The first seven chapters deal 

largely with the various offerings brought to the LORD for sacrificial purposes in the Tabernacle.  

Now that God is in the midst of His people, He reveals how to be in relationship with Him.     

But, what do these obscure sacrificial laws mean for us today, especially as Christians—can we take 

any lessons from the laws of sacrifice? The answer must lie in seeing the deeper significance of these 

laws. Beneath the surface is a rich sub-strata which rewards the diligent seeker.  Leviticus holds the 

central place in the Torah, which makes it the pivotal and most important of the five books.2 Since 

Israel was created to be a royal priestly people through whom God’s original plan would be restored, 

it makes sense that the "how-to" manual of worship would be right at the centre of the Law. In 

Exodus, the Lord calls his people to become a holy nation, a kingdom of priests. Now, in Leviticus, he 

must specify what they need to do to attain that holiness, how they are to function as a priestly 

kingdom. 

Holiness – kedusha – is a key word in Leviticus—the root word appears 152 times.  It is mentioned 

here more than any other book of the Bible. God was teaching his people that they were to be set 

apart or "separated" for holiness. Therefore, the laws set out in Leviticus are a means to this end.      

Holiness is the space we make for God, and sacrifice is fundamental to holiness. ”God sacrifices 

something of Himself to make space for us. We sacrifice something of ourselves to make space for 

Him.” One of God’s greatest gifts to us is the ability to give to Him. Of course, this idea is fraught 

with danger, because God is in need of nothing, and man can get caught up in the ‘sacrificial act’ 

without true heart engagement.” 3   

The key to this is the sacrificial system is that “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness 

of sins.” (Heb. 9:22) This principle began in the Garden of Eden when God provided skins to cover 

the nakedness of Adam and Eve. The first acceptable sacrifice given to God was that of Abel in Gen. 

4:4 “Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord respected Abel and 

his offering.”   

                                                           
1
 Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Covenant & Conversation, p19. 

2
 It is central, according to the chiastic structure found throughout the Bible. 

3
 Ibid. 



2 

 

Lev. 17:11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make 

atonement for your souls ....  The substitutionary shedding of blood—the ‘life-for-life’ principle—is 

essential to true ‘at-one-ment’ with the LORD God.    

Offerings are not about assuaging the anger of a wrathful God or even to seek His favour, (as in 
pagan sacrifices) but rather a means of drawing closer to Him. The root of the word translated 
“offering” (korban), means to draw near, and the word “sacrifice” (olah), has a meaning to ascend, 
come up.  Therefore the offerings were a means of drawing nearer to God and spiritual elevation.    

James 4:8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

God is always ready to receive and bless the soul who would draw near to him as an act of their own 
freewill.  As we know, “…He is the rewarder of those who diligently seek him.” (Heb. 11:6) 

1:2  ‘When any one of you brings an offering to the LORD…” When this phrase is read precisely in 
Hebrew, it reads: “If any man brings an offering of you…,” the implication being that the sacrifice 
must be “of yourself”. There must be an inward act of sacrifice that mirrors the outward act.  

The OT sacrifices were never a permanent solution, but a foreshadowing of the perfect, abiding 
sacrifice of Jesus on Passover.  Nevertheless, Jesus said he did not come to destroy the Torah [incl. 
these ritual offerings] but to fulfill (or complete) every "jot" and "tittle."4  Looking in more detail at 
the sacrifices will help us understand just what Jesus did fulfil and casts an interesting and 
challenging light on our own faith life, so let us have a look at the various offerings:   

Five Types of Offering 
There are five types of offering detailed in the first 7 chapters:  the first 3 are freewill fire offerings; 
the last two are mandatory for forgiveness: 

1. Olah   –  Elevation offering   (also known as the Ascending or Burnt Offering) 
2. Minchah  –  Meal/grain Offering          
3. Shelamim  –  Peace Offering 
4. Chatat   –   Sin Offering                           
5. Asham   –   Guilt (Trespass) Offering  (5:14) 

 

There are also two distinct aspects to offerings: 
1. Expressions of gratitude, devotion. These may be brought by anyone who wished to draw 

closer to God. 
2. Expressions of penitence, meant to atone for a strictly limited set of ‘borderline’ sins: 

    
So the sacrificial system was intended for a people with an already high sense of self-discipline and 
moral values. 

 
Apart from any further significance they have, the five different kinds of sacrifice spoken of in 
Leviticus illustrate and illuminate different facets of man's relationship with God:   
They express: 1) a desire to draw closer to him; 2) a recognition of the gifts God has given; 3) a giving 
back to him from whom it came; 4) seeking peace and unity with God and neighbour; 5)  sorrow for 
minor sins and repairing the wrong done. 
 

  

                                                           
4 

A jot is the smallest letter in the Hebrew alphabet and looks to us rather like an apostrophe; a tittle is a letter extension, 
even smaller than a jot that can differentiate one Hebrew letter from another. 
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CHAPTER 1 

Olah  - “Ascending Offering” -  Elevation or Burnt Offering  - Lev.1; 6:9-13 

The first offering is the Olah, literally, “an offering of ascent,” commonly called the Burnt Offering. 
The purpose of the Burnt Offering was for general atonement of sin and expression of devotion to 
God. “This sacrifice was introduced before the other sacrifices, even before the Tabernacle was 
built” (see Ex. 29:38-46). The Greek word for Olah is “holocaustia” – meaning wholly and totally 
consumed. 5   

Lev. 1:9,12,17 The verb here translated “burn”, has the meaning to smoke, i.e. turn into fragrance by 
fire (especially as an act of worship) . The phrase: “… a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, a 
sweet aroma to the LORD,” is repeated three times in chapter 1 (v.9, 13, 17). God is pleased by the 
sacrifice because man has acted freely in accordance with His will.  

     
Read  Lev. 1:1-9 and consider these following points and their relevance to us: 

 v.3  he shall offer it of his own free will at the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the 
LORD. It was a voluntary offering or it was not acceptable. 
 

 V.4 ‘Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his 
behalf to make atonement for him.  Leaning his hand upon the head of the offering indicates 
that the sacrifice is substituted for the worshipper—it was to ‘atone’ for him.   
 

 an unblemished male from the herd, the flock, or simply a fowl, all have the same importance in 
the eyes of the Lord to teach us that the sacrifice from a poor man has equal value - all should 
have the means to provide it. 
 

 1:7 the priest shall lay them in order on the wood that is on the fire upon the altar; The wording 
of this verse brings Jewish sages to link this daily sacrifice to the offering of Isaac, (ref.Gen.22:9 
Abraham ‘laid the wood in order’ to set Isaac upon.) Isaac was replaced by a ram—an 
acceptable Olah offering.  
 

 This freewill offering is brought each morning and evening by whole community, as an 
expression of the importance of devotion, each and every day. 
   

  Sin is not mentioned in regard to this offering.  It is for the WHOLE PERSON. The Olah offering 
was a picture of the worshiper offering himself in complete submission to the LORD. 
 

 The ‘offerer’, not the priest, is to slaughter the animal—a “male without blemish”. Whilst Jesus 
has done everything to make our salvation possible, we cannot be passive in receiving this, but 
need to be active in laying our own lives down—there is a price to pay for our salvation.   
 

 Innards & feet washed with water—we are to be clean in our ‘inward parts’  
“Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean.” Jn 13:10 
  

  Unlike other offerings the Olah was totally consumed on altar. No part was eaten.   
 

 The ashes were removed to a clean place outside the camp. (6:11) 

                                                           
5
 https://bible.org/seriespage/2-law-burnt-offerings-leviticus-11-17 
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 The fire of the burnt offering is to burn all night.  The fire is never to go out. (6:13)   
 

Every detail of the offering ultimately points to Jesus as the ultimate Olah offering—laying down His 
life in complete obedience and service to his Father  on behalf of sinful man. 
 
Eph. 5:2 … Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet-smelling aroma.     

Read and discuss Hebrews 10:1-18  

 
The Olah Offering is also about us, offering ourselves to God through Christ—which is why every 
Christian should fully comprehend the meaning of baptism: 

Rom. 6:8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him. 

1 Cor. 15:3-4 For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were 
also raised with Christ. 

Romans 12:1-2 – Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service.   

CHAPTER 2 

Minchah  - Thanksgiving “Meal/Grain Offering” –  Lev. 2; 6:14-18   

The second type of offering is the Minchah, the grain offering. The purpose of the Grain Offering was 
a voluntary expression of devotion to God, recognizing His goodness and providence—it was a 
voluntary offering brought by one who desired to draw near and express his worship to God. The 
word minchah, means ‘gift’ and is often translated elsewhere simply as ‘gift’ or ‘present’. 

1 When anyone offers a grain offering to the LORD, his offering shall be of fine flour. And he shall 
pour oil on it, and put frankincense on it. 2 He shall bring it to Aaron’s sons, the priests… And the 
priest shall burn it as a memorial on the altar, an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD. 

Let’s look at some aspects of this offering: 

 The word translated ‘anyone’ in this verse, is nephesh, which literally means ‘a soul’, the inner 
being of man. The Meal Offering can be brought by a person of very modest means. God says,  
“I will regard it as if he had offered his very soul.”  

 It is a free-will offering from the ground, i.e. not animal, and “must be regarded as a token of 
love, gratitude & thanksgiving to God, who is Himself the giver of all good gifts.” 

 Like the Olah, it is a fire-offering, “a soothing aroma to the Lord”. Verses 3 & 10 tell us:  It is 

most holy of the offerings to the LORD made by fire. 

 Unlike the whole Burnt Offering, only a portion of the offering was to be burnt (2:9). The 
remainder went to the priests for their meal (2:10; 6:16) 

 OIL is added to the offering – representing the Holy Spirit.  
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 FRANKINCENSE is placed upon it - from root word meaning ‘white’ – Frankincense is a white 
resin which only releases its fragrance under fire.  “In a sense it is this ‘purity of heart’ that the 
Holy Spirit’s fire produces in the believer.   

 This offering has certain parallels with the Burnt Offering: It is also burnt as a sweet smelling 
aroma (2:2, 9, 12), and the fire on the altar shall not be put out (6:12) 

 13 ‘And every offering of your grain offering you shall season with salt; you shall not allow the 
salt of the covenant of your God to be lacking from your grain offering. With all your offerings 
you shall offer salt. 

 
Salt is a symbol of a covenant: 

Numbers 18:19  “All the heave offerings of the holy things, which the children of Israel offer to 
the LORD, I have given to you and your sons and daughters with you as an ordinance forever; it 
is a covenant of salt forever before the LORD with you and your descendants with you.” 

2 Chronicles 13:5  Should you not know that the Lord God of Israel gave the dominion over Israel 
to David forever, to him and his sons, by a covenant of salt? 

Salt is used to preserve, and is therefore a symbol of Jesus preserving us from sinning; it is His 
imputed righteousness, which is ours through the New Covenant in his blood. 

Mark 9:49-50 For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.  
Salt is good, but if the salt loses its flavour, how will you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and 
have peace with one another. 

Colossians 4:6  Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know 
how you ought to answer each one.  

The Messiah was prophesied to fulfil the law of the minchah as well as the olah, as we read in Psalm 
40:6-8: 

Sacrifice and offering (minchah)You did not desire; My ears You have opened. Burnt 
offering (olah) and sin offering (chatat) You did not require. Then I said, “Behold, I come; In 
the scroll of the book it is written of me. I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law 
is within my heart.” 

 
As we partake of any Communion Service in remembrance of the death of Christ, we are effectively 
reaffirming the offering of ourselves to God in Covenant relationship—rekindling the giving of our 
whole selves to Him who died for us, and being mindful that we are to represent Christ by our lives 
as we allow ourselves, our time, our energy, our gifts, to be blessed, broken and distributed to 
others, to bring them life.  
 
In the well-known devotional, “My Utmost for His Highest,” Oswald Chambers calls upon Christians 
to become “broken bread and poured-out wine”. 
 

To be a holy person means that the elements of our natural life experience the very 
presence of God as they are providentially broken in His service. We have to be placed 
into God and brought into agreement with Him before we can be broken bread in His 
hands. Stay right with God and let Him do as He likes, and you will find that He is 
producing the kind of bread and wine that will benefit His other children. 
                                                                               Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest 


